where a is the length hanging over at the commencement of the In a communication addressed to the Royal Society some time ago (Proceedings, vol. viii. No. 19), we endeavoured to delineate the cha racters of a new alcohol-the Allylic alcohol, which is the prototype of a new class of alcohols. We have since continued these researches in order to complete the history of this remarkable compound.
In submitting to the Royal Society the full account of our expe riments upon the subject, we beg leave to mention in this abstract briefly some additional compounds which we have examined since our last communication. On taking a retrospective glance at the results obtained in this inquiry, it is obvious that propylene, a homologue of olefiant gas, is susceptible of furnishing a mono-acid alcohol, which bears to it the same relation that is observed between methyl-alcohol and marshgas, or between benzoic alcohol and toluol, the analogue of marshgas among the derivatives of the aromatic acids. The hydrocarbons homologous and analogous to marsh-gas, the homologues of olefiant gas, and indeed probably a very considerable number of other hydro carbons, may be regarded as starting-points for the production of mono-acid alcohols and of all their derivatives. All these alcohols are formed by the fixation of two equivalents of oxygen, which oxi dation, however, cannot be effected directly, but is accomplished by a series of substitution-processes. 
